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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 


ON ECCLESIASTICAL CONVENTIONS. 


The first on record is that, Acts xv. 6, where we read *“* The A postles 
and Eiders came together tur to consider of this matter,” viz. whether 
‘he iitiating rite of the Jewish Church was binding upon Christians. 
: js obvious that the Apostles and iders, who had been the constant 
companions of our Lord, were best qualified to decide what his will 
was as to this particular, or any other respecting which doubts might 
have arise. Ecclesiastical Conveations have been retained in the 
(Purch, for the same reason, for which this first one was held, to settle 
questions @f faith, or discipline, or worship, so far as human knowledge, 
without any assumption of inspiration can do so, and also to devise 
measures for the defence, the strength, and the increase of the Church, 
oy the principle that, by the multitude of counsellors, these objects, 
dear to all Christians, will be best promoted Whether this Conven- 
tion was composed exclusively of Clergymen, or had Laymen associ 
ated with them is doubtful, for though the Aposties and Elders alone 
ave named as having come together, yet the delegates from it to Anti- 
och are said to be sent forth by the “Apostles and Elders with the 
whole Church,” (v. 22,) and the letters which these delegates carried 
begin thus, “ The Apostles and Elders and Brethren, greeting, &c.” 
iy 23.) Perhaps the act of the Clerical Convention was ratified by the 
brethren, that is, asin onr Church in our own country, the decision was 
made by both orders acting separately, as if in two houses. But this 
much is certain, there was a Convention, and the Laity had some voice, 
»» it more or less, in its proceedings. By the Constitution of our Church, 
questions of faith, worship, and discipline are reserved for the General 
Convention. The Convention of each Diocese is one of the wheels 
essential to the harmonious movement of the whole Ecclesiastical Go- 
rernment. By this body, the Bishop, the Standing Committee, (whose 
esUimony iu favor of candidates for the Ministry is indispensible,) and 
‘he Delegates to the General Convention are elected. In addition, this 
annual meeting affords an opportunity for mutd@l counsel, as to the best 
means of promoting the welfare of the Church, and experience has 
shewn that avery salutary incitement results from an assemblage inter- 
ested in a common object, and from the reports of the condition of each 
ongregation which are read on the oceasion, and subsequently printed. 
The address of the Bishop, as it shows that he has more cares, and 
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labors more abundantly than any of his Clergy, cannot by 
and inciting to them; and he naturally improves the opporty,,{; 
sel both Clergy and Laity, as to their appropriate duties, ty ;, 
them, if necessarv, of their errors and deficiences. and to - 
them to do all they con for the house of their God, and 
thereof. Here is a stated period at which our members are ¢,) 
in an especial manner, to fix their thoughts upon the concer. 
Church; to examine themselves as to the fulfilment of their obj; 
in relation to that Church; and toreflect ertously on the best yp, 
securing it from invasion, and for advancing its prosperity and ey, 
ment. It is now that we are invited to think, not mere ly of 
litle Parish, but of the Church considered as one body, an 
rate in efforts aud prayers for its welfare. Upon a meeting jy.) ae 
with such views, and faithfully fulfilling its duties, may vw: ae 
ably expect the divine blessing! Are we not told that where two on, 
agreed as touching any thing they shall ask, it shall be done for 
their Father in Heaven? ‘The united prayers of the Clergy 
the people, present by their representalives, cannot but be acceptah), 
God, and if offered in faith, we must believe will be answered by ace 
pious shower of favor and grace from above. _ Is not the spectacle ¢ 
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Clergy gathered around the altar, and pleading the merits of the Se 
viour in behalf of the Church, eminently adapted to awaken solemptt 
flections; to remind the beholder that “one thing 1s needful,” that there 
is a bond of union among the Ministers of C hrist in pi aftibe ler and! 
believers in Christ in general, and to remind the Clergy themse) 
that they are bound to love God supremely, aud to cultivate sine 
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affection for each other? In relation to these Conventions, | which 
perience has shown to be useful to the Church and to those who ates 
them,) the duties of every one of the flock are obvious. They ought: 
take care that their Parish be represented by suitable persons—and t 
pray for the assembly that it may be guided by divine wisdom ; and: 
its proceedings, through the good providence ‘and grace of God, may 
effective of lasting good. They are in duty bound to yield obediew 
to its enactments, and respectful attention to its recommendations; and 
to co-operate with it, each in his proper sphere and according to bis 
ability, in its great purposes the preservation, the prosperity, aid the 
ncrease of the Church. Of course we are to suppose that the Conve 
‘ton does not ask us to give our influence, and money to any purposes 
but after mature deliberation, founded on a knowledge of all the civ 
stances of the case. When they recommend the fund for the suppor 
of a Bishop, the Theological Seminary, the Society for the Advai 
ment of Christianity in South-Carolina, the General Missionary % 
ety, the Sunday School, and the periodical Journal of Religious Insti 
tion, they invite you to look into these claims; and unless you are 
fied they are not good, ®ou cannot reasonably withhold from a: : 
countenance and assistance. The poorest member of the flock may 
much in this great common cause, if he has only the temper of Him 
who said, “ Silver and gold have I none, but such as L have give I thee. 
He can bring these claims to the view of his more able friends avd od 


quaintanees. LHe can vindicate this best of causes against the 
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he irreligious, the uncharitable, and the inconsideratn. He can 
Joy his voice, bis pen, his influence, (and every good man, what- 
oayrs be his station 1. society, has some influence,) in their service. 


evel may . P Ba aale a is 
Brethren do what you can. Angels could do no more. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER, 
pINCKNEY LECTURE, ON THE GREATNESS OF GOD. 
Delivered in St. Philip's Temporary Building, Nov. 15th, 1337. 
[Concluded from page 330.} 
| Chron. xxix. 11.—“ Thine, O Lord, is the greatness, and the power, and the glory, 
gud the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heaven, and on the earth is 
thine; thine is the kingdom, O Lord, and thou art exalted as head above all.”’ 


But we have thus far considered only a single mind, and that too the 
hyumau—perhaps the lowest of all in the ratioual orders of God’s creation, 
if we extend our Ylew beyoud this one individual intellect and survey 
the vast multitude which at present exist upon the earth, our wonder at 
the resources of the Almighty wil be increased above what we are able 
1) EXpress, and our astomsiment at lis greatness will surpass all previ- 
ous cunceptivn. More than eight luudred millions of human beings are 
supposed to be upon the earth ut the present ume, each one of whom is 
pussessed of a mind, either in cultivation or in the undeveloped germ, 
such as we have already attempted to describe. And as calculation has 
rendered it probable that a whole generation passes away in thirty-three 
years, twenty-four niillions must at this rate appear upon the present 
scene of being in the course of every century, and the same number in 
the same time be translated to another state of existence. And when to 
these we add the numbers which are strewn along the line of the past for 
six thousand years, the multitudes increase in such a ratio as almost to 
defy the powers of calculation, und we are left in mute amazement at the 
jouderful greatness of that Being from whom they all derive their ex- 
stence, their support, their preservation, and to whom they all return to 
render an aceount of their deeds. 

But as our earth is but a speck in the vast extent of the material crea- 
tion, so we have reason to believe that its inhabitants, animal and ra- 
tiowal, constitute but an infinitesimal quantity amid those myriads which 
exist in the unbounded empire of God. Every principle of analogy 
furnishes us with the conviction that eaeh planet is inhabited by beings 
uke, Or superior to ourselves. These planets are furnished with an at- 
mosphere, they revolve upon their own axes and revolve also around the 
sun, they have in consequence alternations of day and right, seasons ver- 
val and autumnal, they are illuminated by the sun and attended by their 
respective moons. All of which are indicative of animal and vegetable 
existence. And besides, it were folly to suppose that those vast bodies 
vere created for no purpose at all, or for no other purpose than for man 
to look at! And if each fixed star be a sun like our own, and the cen- 
tre of a system of planets like our solar system, what finite mind ca: es- 
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timate, or in its calculations even approximate a correct enyn. 
the untold a:.d countless myriads oj rational beings that ha: . «, 
a deathless existence at the command of Almighty God ! A. 
has rolled forward in the path marked out for it by Creative Py y,., 
ages have been left behind it in its oward rush to eternity, py ints 
have successively rise upon its surface, and old ones have passed 
other state of being. In some of the systems this may have ¢,, 
for millions of ages and way continue for ages set to come. — \\ ; 
revolution, new “multitudes have risen up into being seeking for » 
tence in their respective sphe res. And each of these en, luwed 
intellect infinite in its capacities for Knowledge, for hi: appiness, 
munion with its M: aker—c; apable of developing p rinciples in « 
gression, susceptible of joys thrilling with exstacy as wel! 
agony keen and full of torment, And with what an idea of 
ness of Jehovah does this part of his creation fill the mind! 
and reels beneath the weight of conceptivu, and asks with Zo; 
Naamathite: Canst thou by searching find out God?  Cangst 4), 
out the Almighty unto pe rfection? It is as high as Heaven—w), ; 
thon do! Deeper than hell—what canst thou know !* 

Nor is this all, nor the extent of the greatness of God. Passiy 
as not furnishing any positive proof in favor of the position which ,, 
are here endeavoring to illustrate, the conjecture of a distinguished tiv 
writer, that within the space encircled by the sidereal revolutions | 
exists and moves a second universe not less real that the one we ap 
present conversant with; a universe elaborate in structure and re} 
with life—an invisible creation, whose structure our planets in their x 
do not perforate, whose plains are not scorched by our suns, and | 
when we contemplate the starry heavens we see not another worid y 
speech, inquiry aud response, commands and petitions, debate and in- 
struction are passing to and fro, nor cau imagination catch the pealirg 
anthem of praise which floweth on with a thundering power, like th 
noise of many waiters, until it meet and shake the courts of the ceutral 
heavenst—passing this conjecture by, we have the testimony of Reve: 
jJation that there are other spiritual realms, teeming with inhabitants why 
cannot be seen or known by us. There is a kingdom of evil spirits with 
whose numbers we are unacquainted, but whose capac ities are doubtless 
very great. ‘here is also a realm of holy and bright intelligences wie 
stand before the throne of God and perform all his commands. The 
are in the bible denominated the hosts of God and the hosts of H: 
in order to indicate their numbers.~ The chariots of God, says | 
Psalmist, are twenty thousand, even many thousands of Angels.| A fer 
stream issued and came forth from before Him, exclaims the Prope! 
Daniel ; thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand time: 
ten thousa:.d stood before Him§ And again, we are told by St. Jo! ¢ 
the visions of the Apocalypse, that he heard the voice of many An 





* Job xi. 7, 8. 

t See this conjecture drawn out at length in the Physical Theory of Another L 
pe xv, a . 

t Gen. xxiii. 1,2. 2 Cur. xviii. 18. Luke ii. 13. 

} Ps. Ixviii. 17. § Don. vii. 9, 
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1928) Pinckney Leciure 357 
od the throne, and the number of them was ten thousand times ten 
— i and thousands of thousands.* Such are the throngs which 
ae all attendance to execute the high behests of God, 

ee Aor are as mighty too as they are abundant in number. The 
Psalmist addresses them as those who excel in strength, — And from the 
works which they have performed we have sufhicient evidence of their 
gassing power. The destroy ing angel iu one night slew all the first 
born, both of cattle end of men, in the land of Kgypt ; and in the same 
“pace destroyed eighty thousand in Sennacherib’s army. When Da 
od, 1a opposition to the wish of God, numbered the people of Israel, an 
Ange! destroyed seventy thousand inuabitants by bringing upon them a 
nestilence. And with what vast intellectual p AWers Iust We suppose 
euch beings to be endowed. Having never fallen from their first estate 
of glory in which they were created, never has lng thei energies para- 
ized by the destructive power of sin, dwelling always in the presence 
of the Oraniscient One and in light unapproachable, developing their 
jowers under the most favorable auspices ever since the period of their 
-reation, how vast a range of knowledge, what an amazing reach of in- 
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rellect must such beings possess! ‘The mind trembles beneath the 
weight of the thought when it attempts to form an accurate conception 
of these cherubim and seraphim who attend upon the majesty Heaven. 
How glorious m power! How countless innumbers! How pure in 
their holiness! How exalted in station! How profound and varied in 
their kuowledge ! How swilt in tlicir motions—even like the lighning’s 
flash, as they appeared to the vision of the Prophet when he sat among 
the captives of Israel by the niver Chebar If 

Here then let us for a moment pause and wouder at the greatness and 
the power of the Almighty. l*ar exalted above all these orders of in- 
velligence He sits supreme as their Author and their God. All the 
tribes of the earth are in bis sight as nothing—the unnumbered myriads 
that we suppose to have been and to be upon all those planets whieh roll 
through the paths of space, are accounted before Him as the small dust 
of the balance—at his rebuke the devils believe and ‘remble, in his pre- 
sence all the Angelic hosts, even the loftiest seraphim that burns before 
His throne, veil their faces and cry to one another in alternate strains, 
Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord God of Sabaoth, heaven and earth are 
full of the majesty of thy glory! Above all these spiritual dominions, 
principalities, thrones, potentates and kingdoms, Jehovah sits exalted 
upon a throne of majesty and greatness. He even humbleth himself, as an 
inspired writer strikingly assures us, He humbleth himself to behold the 
things which are in Heaven and in earth. Such is the creative and sus- 
taing power of Jehovah. O Lord God who shall not worship before thee, 
and tremble at thy matchless pow er! Almighty art thou and thy greatness 
is unsearchable! Thou dorst according to thy will inthe army of Heaven 
aud among the inhabitants of the earth; and none can stay thy hand or sa 
unto thee, What doest thou’? In reverence we would adore thee,OGod, be- 
seeching thy guardian care to keep us ever in the hollow of thy hand, and 
(0 protect us tram the storm beneath the covert of thy sheltering Wiugs! 


® Rev. v. xi. t Ex. ch. i. 
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But we must not confine our views of the majesty of God * , 
that he is the Creator of all these countless tribes of intellj,e,,.,. : 
they derive their support alone from Him. It extends still {u:;),... : 
over all these orders of being he retgns also, with absolute and une, 
trolable sway. This is perhaps the most wonderful evidenc. .,. 
greatness of God with which his entire realm doth furnish ys. T. 
vern all the material masses, to preside over every vegetable ” de tu 
to give being to the endless varieties of animated existence and — 


serve the wiole in the most perfect harmony, would seem to be jy. 
the power of any being, even though he were Almighty and Omy 
sent. But that the great Creator does 80 we were assured })y th, | 
and it were easy to arrive at the same conclusion by a proce: sof 
reasoning. Nor is this by any means so wonderful as the actu.) , 
ment of God over mind. [or matter, though like mind, densi 
for its existence and operations upon an external and superior Pory, 
still yields with passive obedience to the promptings of that Poy 
But with respect to mind it is far otherwise. For minp ts prer: } , 
self-conscious, is capable of thought, feeling, reflection, motives, syda, 
changes, self-determination ; ina word, it has the ability to determ)y, 

its own movements, to yield to the influence of vutward solicitations. ,, 
to reject them. Hence the increased difficulty of exercising a gover. 
ment over this species of power and still to leave it free in its own yolyy. 
tary acts. Were any mere man to attempt to control or regulate ap. 
other, he would find the task to be impossible and the effort vain, 
is true indeed, that those who are well read in the general character. 
istics of human nature are able to exercise over mankind an ontway! 
control; and by wholesome laws can restrain the outbreakines of yio. 
lent passion, and sway the movements of the populace as they may ce- 
sire. But were any one to undertake to regulate the inward mental 
operations, to strenethen or direct motives, or from any particular assem. 
blage of circumstances to educe a specific course of conduct, he would 
utterly fail in the attempt. For who can fathom the thouglits or wishes 
of those that are desirous to conceal them! Who can by any possibi- 
lity create a motive in the mind, or read those existent in the bean 
Who can as with a magic power call up desired emotions in the bosom, 
or determine the volition of the self-willed?> Who can with any degree 
of certainty calculate upon what course will be pursued by an interested 
self-seeker when thrown in the way of temptation? And whilst the 


, 


t 
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hand may be fettered and the outward conduct regulated by the deter- 
mination of the Stronger, yet who can shackle the free-bora mind, or 
determine all its acts? No ore of course. And therefore no man cen 
exercise over avother a superme or sovereign control, extending to al! 

the feelings and to all determinations of the will. But with God the 


case is different. Without in the least impairing the liberty of human 
conduct, He can yet so adapt motives to an individual mind, as to educ' 
from its chaos of conflicting feelings and desires the precise determme- 
tion which He designs. This is indeed a mystery, and we may ad 4 
wonderful mystery of the greatness of God, which we can veither !w) 
comprehend nor explain. But the fact is itself undoubted. God kuows 
all the hidden and secret feelings of the soul, and may in consequenee 
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its resolutions without impinging upon the liberty of the agent. To 
swa) knowing eye every secret fountain of thought and motive is laid 
ae Sah smothered but lustful desires of the corrupt heart are clearly 
pontene machinations of the dark spirit which plots revenge and ma- 
ae shine as in the light of Heaven. He also takes cognizance of the 
wings aspiration, the pure wish, the holy resolve, the conflict between 
Feith an corruption, between hope ard the allurements of evil—and im 
consequence he can so arrange events as to evolve the result designed 
without in the lest constraining the determinati.-ns of the will. Hence 
‘he ambitious conqueror, whilst he obeys the promptings of his own na- 
vature in earrying carnage through the earth, fulfils at the same time 
the designs of God by overturning some kingdom of evil and preparing 
t to receive the gospel of truth—by agitating the nations and arousing 
them to thought. The miser, though avaricious by nature, in accumu. 
ating wealth for some spend-thrift heir, teaches others the truths of the 
Rible by showing them the folly of caring for the world, or leaves his 

wealth to $0 one who will employ it to promote the Church of the 
: } deemer. "And the Jearned infidel, thuugh ambitious to display his 
learning and to subvert christianity, only directs the researches of others 
towards those subjects which he attacks, and thus impels them to rear up 
the temple of truth upon imperishable foundations. In this manner, and 
by some mys'erious influcnce also upon the mind, God rules over the des- 
tiny of each one, and accomplishes his vwn designs whilst he still leaves 
free the individual agent. 

Nor is it over a few individuals only that Jehovah exerts his power 
or control, It extends to parties, cities, communities, kingdoms and the 
world. All the little cabals and large combinations of mind which con- 
vulse the body of society are completely under his supreme goverance, 
Amid the conflict of discordant elements—amid the contests of political 
Ps war—in the rush of hostile armies and in the overthrow of empires, God 
reigns and orders all. He raiseth up one and putteth down another, By 
him kings reign and princes decree justice. At his command a king- 
dom springs into existeuce and at his command an empire falls. The 
powerlul and ambitious may seek to execute their deep-laid political 

hemes ; but some unforeseen trifle may derange ell their plans and 
frustrate their purposes, because God did not wish them to succeed. 
And thus the extensive dominions of this world—the mighty armies 
which have depopulated and desolated the earth—the plans and plot- 
tings of powerful kings—the schemes of daring warriors—the secrets 
of empi ethe discovery of countries—the decisions of judges and all 
the movemeuts of those great spirits which have appeared along the 
ine of ages past, have been under the supreme government of God. 

On high also, among the hosts of Heaven, He rules without a rival 
and without opposition. His reign there is one of righteousness and 
love. He sways a golden sceptre, and every feeling as well as every 
wish of the blessed is to lose themselves in the brightness of his glory, 
and to'make their determinations conformable to the counsels of his 
will, Itis not necessary to awe them by displays of power, no ter- 
rors of thunder need be there displayed nor hosts of slaughtered rebels 
'o compel ubedience; but the sweet accents of love and the joys of holi- 
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ness. Those happy spirits delight to render unto God tie },,,, 
to his name, and to celebrate his creative and governin. 4... 
gougs of exultation: all thy works praise thee O Lord! .,.,). 
shall bless thee, and they shall speak of the glory of thy kj, 
talk of thy power; to make kuown thy mighty aets and +} 
majesty of thy kingdom, Allelujah, Allelujah, jor the Lord God O. 
potent reigneth ! 
Even in hell he rules with undisputed power and sway. The . 
accursed to endure chams of darkness and those who delight Mi 
strive in vain to throw off from them the restraints of Almolpy », . 
And on the authority of the divine word we are assured tia; he 


sf \ 
tims of the second death, are ever active in disseminating wick, d 
among men, and in endeavoring to seduce them into the same eon, ti 
nation with themselves. ‘Their power is indeed variously repr. e 
in the sacred volume, and grave divines have aceordingly difereg 7 
their representations as to the extent of influence Which the jyi)q\) » 
of perdition possess over the minds and destinies of men, Som 
supposed that they have power to cause discase, to excite tempests “ 
tornadoes, to occasion earthquakes, and even to awaken in the hear, 7 
mity to God and love of sin. Others, however, maintam that they hay, t! 
more influence than to place before the mind certain temptations yi ic 
it has the free power to repel.* — But whetlier this native power of de. \ 
mons be greater or less, it is rendered fearful by its malignity and eyp. pl 
stant determination to do evil. This is the constitution of their natwre in 
and to execute these infernal purposes they are consumed with fir te 
desire. Nor can aught deter them from the accom plishun nt of the H 
malicious designs. Neither vouth, nor talent, vor beauty, vor inno of 
cence—nay, the only respite to their dreadful torments is the effort: kt 
drag the innocent to the same accursed doom ; though afterwards thos m 


fires of remorse and divine wrath consume them with a tenfold fury 
And from this course neither can the terrors of avenging fire deter them. 
nor the hope of peace in Heaven win them away. Milton correctly re- 
presents the nature of every apostate spirit when he describes Satan as 
repenting not nor being changed, neither by the sword of Michael, nur 
the thunders of Jehovah, nor the flaming lake, nor the mar! burning wi 
solid fire, nor by the prospect of an eternity of uuintermiitent woe, Such” 
fiend-like obstinacy and such restless endeavors to work evil mast needs 
be fearful. There the Almighty has to contend against 


——* Th’ unconquerable will 
And study of revenge, immortal hate, 





And courage never to subinit or yield. the 
And wiat is else not to be overcome t” for 


But notwithstanding this malignant determination of Satan aud bis 
implacable hate, aud though left free to work out his own dark designs 
still God reigns over him supreme, by his Providence educes good trum 
evil, and the end will cause him to see 
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* Charnock on the Divine Attributes, pp. 428, 652. Knapp’s Theology, ¥. \ PF 
463-71. Hahn's Lehrbuch, pp 293-97. Bretschneider, Handbuch der Dogmatik, ¥.' 
pp 691-703. Southey’s Wesley, v. ii. p. 41% Howe's Works, pp. 1005-0, 
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‘all his malice serv'd but to bring forth 

ness, grace, and inercy shown 

by bim seduc’d; but ou himself 

usion, wrath and vengeance pour'd.’* 

Such is God—the Author and Governor of this universe of innume- 
abe ant mighty spirits. What an idea of his greatness does this view 
of bis deminion impress upon the meditative mind! That He is able to 
-reaie and to govern all this mass o! mind! In one single being how 
many conflict.ng feelings and motives dothere daily arise—how many 
srtuous resolves and pious determinations, formed only to be aban- 
doned—-bow many alternations of hope and fear—how many tempta- 
tiens and warnings and victories and defeats! But when these are all 
eusidered in the aggregate how much is their confusion and difficulty 
increased! Here isa world which partakes of good and evil, of joy 
and sorrow, mingled ip endless variety of proportion and innumerable 
odes of ination; where the loss of one is the gain of another; 
where, at the’ e time, the :eveller is hastening to his wine and the 
mourner burying his friend; where the malignity of one is defeated by 
the ignerance of another; where folly and malice, and vain-glory, and 
jow and simplicity, and hope, and anger are found blended together; 
where rivals are contending for pre-eminence and the poor are tram- 
pled under foot; where humility is despised aud bold assurance received 
into favars Where armies are turning the rivers into blood by the slaugh- 
ter of each other, and where nations are in jealous and angry conflict. 
How difficult must it be for any Being to develope from tivis chaos 
of mingled purposes and opposing elements a system of order and of 
knowledge! But how much more difficult to direct all its great move- 
ments, nay, even its minutest change, so as to establish the precise de- 
signofthe Creator! Yet this God is able to do; and this he does, and 
dees forever. He doth not only calm the agitated ocean, but he stilleth 
also the tumults of the people. From on high He sends forth his 
mighty Angels; they fly on wings of light, and execute his commands 
with the rapidity of thought. He chains the devil to the bottomless pit, 
tr] @resirains the power and the workings of hell. And every being, 
h 
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mer on earth or in Heaven, whether above or be!ow, is but an in- 
strament of his purposes, for “ for his pleasure they are and were cre- 
aed.” Here then we have a faint view of the great and mighty God, 
a seen in the creation and government of the universe of mind. Above 
il He is seated upon a throne bigh and lified up. He looks down upon 
the spiritual principalities which he has brought into existence; he sends 
frth his commands and they are obeyed. Tosum up all his greatness 
in ove sentence, His WILL Is THE LAW OF EVERY CREATURE. _ 

This view of the greatness and majesty of God should excite in us 
«a hamble and meek disposition. In its best aspect or in any view, 
human pride is foolish and pitiful. But when we contrast the most fa- 
vwored of anankind with those lofiier spirits of the angelic class who 
stand in the presence of Jehovah, their fancied superiority over others 
s dwarfed into littleness by the comparison. And when we compare 
ve boasting and vaunting disposition of the proud with the majesty of 


"Par L. B. i. I, 217-21. 
COS. MESS., VOL. XIV., NO. 12, 46 
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Almighty God himself, we are struck with awe lest his Omnipote 
should blast their vaunting spirit, and speak their insignificance Py 
nibilation. It is in vain for avy of human kind to esteem them,, me 
of great note or importance in the vast empiresof God. [ej 
greatest of them, a span in height, strutting in infinite space, a4 9. 
ing from his eyes disdainful superiority in all the impotence of {jq,),, nf 
Perched on a speck of the universe, whirled along the heavens }}, ‘ 
a road of worlds, while systems and creations are flaming above. 
beneath; he is an atom of atoms. Surrounded by countless throne 
Gaming spirits infinitely exalted above himself, all of whom vield qh, : | 
verence to the great Jehovah; he is less than the least. And yet fopy 
miserable creature to exult in his fancied greatness, to spurn at his 
low, spruug from the same dust to which both shall soon return, , . 
wicked and how vain! Whether it be pride of place, or pride of » 
sesions, or pride of intellect, it is in-itself unwise and will sooner or |g: 
meet with the withering rebuke of the Almighty. 

This view should also teach us to aim after something hicher 
nobler than we are here permitted to atta. The human mind js ey. 
dently formed for indefinite development, and the human family fy, 
higher destiny than it can here reacli—even for a commun on with t) . 
mighty spirits on high and with God himself. Let us then cease to \y. 
stow too much anxiety and care upon any thing with which we may | 
connected in this life. . Let the soul ever direct Heavenward its eye, 
faith, and when oppressed with sorrows feel that there is its abiting 
home and ¢here its final itheritance. And whilst a due attention to ten. 
poral cuncerns is not to be overlooked, let them always be rendered sy). 
servient to a preparation for that great and everlasting destiny 6 whic! 


we are all permitted and called to aspire. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 





PREACHING THE WORD. 
} 


Messrs. Editors—In one of the periodicals, I lately met with thes 
remarks: “It was upon the preaching of the word chiefly, under tht 
divine blessing, that the Apostles relied for success in the conversion a 
sinners, and it is mainly by the preaching of the word that the religion 
and Ch irch of Christ, in their purity, have ever been maintained and 
upheld in the world.” Now the'words of God, that is the truths of 
divine revelation, the doctrines, the precepts and the motives contaive: 
in the Bible, are appointed means for conversion and edification, a 
Success from the beginning has attended the dissemination of those ci 
vine principles of belief and practice. If the writer quoted abow 
tended to say no mure, than that Bible truth has been the great instru 
ment of maintaining and upholding “ religion and the Church of Chris 
in the world, no one can dispute his position, though it is rathera “™ 
ism."’ But if he meant to advocate one means of promulgating Bibie 
truth at the expenve of all other means—if he intended to assert ¥® 
communicating this truth by pulpit addresses is more to be relied 08 
than other modes of communicating the same truth, as for instance >Y@ 
techising ; by the public reading of the word of God, and by the pres 
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ise. 
the seri tural authority for his assertion, or at least some other good rea- 
should have beeu adduced. It is true we read in the Gospel “Go— 
reach,” but we read in the parallel passage 7 Go—teach,” (compare 

{att. xxviii. 19, and Mark xvi. 15,) we inter therefore that teaching or 
making known the gospel is the scripture lesson, and that scripture does 
not decide whether a preference is due to the pulpit address, the desk 
reading of the “pure word, the catechising,.(referred to probably in 
the injunction, John xx1. 15, feed my lambs,) or to the communication 
by writing, or which is the same thing, printing, (referred to in Luke i. 
4 “It seemed good to me to write unto the most excellent Theophilus, 
that thou mayest know the certaluty of those things wherein thou hast 
heen instructed,” or @s it might be well translated, catechized.) 

But says our author, “ How®ver highly we may estimate the value of 
ether means for the upholding of Christ’s kingdom in the world, the pre- 
eminence must ever be yielded to the preaching of the word.” Li hy 
preaching he means sermonising, | say the ser Hpture y ields no such pre 
eminence. Perhaps he means to ln titute a colnparison in favor of 
public teaching by God’s ministers over prayer aud the sacraments. If 
<9, it does not seem to the present writer that that point also, in the light 
of scripture, is so very clear. We thank God daily for the “ means of 
grace” —here they are all, viz. teaching in its various forms, (by cate- 
chising, by public and private reading the Bible, by Sermouizing,) 
wayer at home and in Grod’s house—Baptism, Confirmation and the 
Lord's Supper, placed on the same level. Where in our Prayer book 
do we find auy pre-eminence given to one rather than other means of 
grace? They are all “ generally necessary to salvation.” Neither, in 
the Seriptures, can | fiud the pre-eminence to which our author refers, 
whether 1 am to understaud him as intending to recommend instruction 
at the expense of prayer and the Sacraments, or one mode of instruction 
at the expense of other modes uf instruction, and of all othe: means of 
grace also. Into the question of the superior e@fficacy of pulpit addresses 
in comparison with the liturgical instruction and incitement, in which is 
contained so much of the “ word of God;” or with catechising appli- 
eable not to children only, but to grown persons, as our Bible Classes 
show, or with the press, that powertul weapou providentially discovered, 
Ido not enter, because I value @// these means of diffusing the light 
and warmth of God’s truth, and would not even seem to disparage any 
one of them. But | must remarkgthat such a question can never be 
decided, for each is more efficacious than the others, accerding to the 
previous knowledge, the mental and moral character, and the cireum- 
stances of the individual whom it is intended to teach and to awaken or 
quicken, Preaching, says a late English writer, has come to be regarded 
as a sort of “third Sacrament,” and Ll lately heard of one who, never 
coming in till Sermon time, said “ he waited till the cerimonials were 
over.” Preaching is popular and may be expected to continue so. Its 
legitimate ad\ autages need no advocate, at least at present. Does not 
the small number on our prayer days, and atthe Holy Communion, and 
the large number of the unbaptized in the West, remind us that prayer 

and the Sacraments need pleaders, not to raise them above, but to place 
them on their proper level. PASTOR, 
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864 Rubrics and Canons.—Canne's Bible. 





N. B. From Hooker's Ecclesiastica, Piety, vol. ii. Boot v. Ty 


these extracts—‘“‘ Of public teaching, or preaching, and t),. ; 


‘ 





rae ? 
thereof catechising—of preaching by reading publicly the ; t hig 
Holy Seripture—of preaching by the public reading of other p,, -. 
instructions—of preaching by sermons and whether sermons | ; 
ordinary way of teaching whereby men are brought to yj. —. 
knowledge of God's truth.” This last question, Hooker deci),. ;, , 
emphatic manner—“ Sermons are not the only preaching which), 
save sonls.”” “ The Apostles preached as «ell as when they y _ wary 
when they spoke the Gospel of Christ.”” He also, Apropos, ten .e 
“ Nw it hath grown to be a question, whether the word of God jy. .. 
ordinary mean to saye the souls of men in that itis either privat ' rm 
died, or publicly read and so made kne@wn; or else ouly as the sam. * 
preached, that is to say explaimed hy a lively vowe, and applied > 
people’s use as * the spraker in his wisdom thinketh meet.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGEK 


RUBRICS AND CANONS. 


A late writer says “ We desire to see them love the Church), and 9) 
the Canons and Rubrics, but wish to see them love Christ and obey G., 
more.” Now this is not a fair issue, for he who truly loves the Chy 
loves it Lecause it is Christ’s Church, and because Christ command 
him to love it when he said “ Inasmuch as ye have done it to the leaw 
of these my brethren, ye did it unto me,” and “ He that loveth not bi 
brother wiiom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he has nu 
seen.” Again he who obeys the laws of the Church (in other » 
her canons and rubrics) obeys God, unless indeed these laws are con. 
trary to his will, in which case they are not be obeyed, (and which js 
not the case referred tohere,) for saith God, “If he neglect to hea 
the Church, let him be Ufito thee as an heathen man,” (Matt. xviii. 17,) 
The same writer notes some “ who will even rebuke a friend or a bro- 
ther for a slight carlessness or mistake in regard to a rubric, but would 
perhaps let bis sins pass upreproved.”” Now this also is not a fair isswe, 
A brother ouglit not to be rebuked for a s/ight carlessness or mistake, The 
proper occasions for rebuke are wi//ul faults, and he who wilfully breaks 
a canon or a rubric violates his obligations to the Church, (Christ's re- 
presentative on the earth.) and if hébe a minister, the solemn promises 
mage at his ordination, in short commits sins. To speak then, of re 
bupking fer sins, but not for violating canons and rubrics, is a contre 
diction; and of rebuking for sins, but nat for a slight or careless ms» 

e, is not to the purpose, being, if not a truisin, a proposition why 
no one will care to dispute. Pe 











FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


Messrs. Editors —“ Caunne’s Bible” is valuable for its marginal re 
ences which are more numerous and generally considered more e &! 
than are fuund in other editions of the Bible. But Caune has alsu «0% 




















1838) A Query Proposed.— Variana. 365 
‘nal notes, similar to those in the translation *by the command of 
King James.” And his notes differ essentially from those of the latter 
; which is well known to be of such high authority that the pub- 
Fine of Bibles without marginal notes, or more properly the trans- 
ne ? general] considered a great evil, and therefore it has been 
pe republished, p this country under the superysion of that learned 
divine, the Rev. Dr. Coit. But to give au example, in King James 
Bible, (+0 called,) the marginal translation of “then began men to call 
youn the namie o! the Lord, (iv. Gen. 26 ) 1s thus “to call themselves 
by the name of the Lord.” Now Canne has it “ profanely calied upon.” 
Must probably there are other contrarieties equally striking, But 
whether or no, reader ought to be warned when they are reading 
Canne, of whuse wor there are buth quarto and octavo editions, that 
they are not reading the Bible whose marginal translations are of the 
sane high authority as those in the text. Canne was “a leader of the 
English Brownists In Amsterdam, whither he fled at the Restora- 
tion,” and was the author of a work entitled “ The Necessity of Sepa- 
-ation from the Church of England.” P. 


FOR THE GUSPEL MFSSENGER, 
A QUERY PROPOSED. 

Will some one of the correspondents of the Gospel Messenger an- 
swer these questions: ‘ Why is long life named as a blessing, (see the 
Fifth Commandment, Deut. xxxii. 47. and elsewhere in the Bible,) when 
we know, and are told that “* Man is born unto trouble”—that “ pro- 
tracted life is protracted wo,” and that “ Better is the day of his (the 
believer's) death than the day of his birth?" Was the promise of length 
of days peculiar to the Jews in Canaan, or applicable to all men, or in 
what sense is it to be uuderstuod or qualified | 


FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
VARIANA, No. 7. 

New diseases, says Pliny, are sent by God when men had highly in- 
curred his displeasure. The old ones, in his time, he numbers about 
three hundred. Has not the present generation seen several new dis- 
eases, as dangue, cholera, Xc., at least new to some regions. The 
lessons of this providence are ob¥ious. 

The holy writers, remarks Bishop Patrick, speak very plainly of some 
things, that we think it not so modest to name in that manner, yet it is 
observable, that in things of the same nature, they use circumlocations 
tv express them, which we stick not to speak of in blunter words) as 
when they say ‘ uncovering of the feet,’ which shews that it is nothing 
but the vast difference of times and places, which makes that language 
seem uncivil to us, that was not so tothem, and vice versa, 

That dress, however costly and elegant, is not in itse/f sinful, as some 
Christians declaim, is evident from the fact that ‘God commanded the 
prie.ts sarneats to be made tor glory aud beauty, and therefore the 


“io privat uppcared (remarks Bishop Patrick) in a splendid and nubile 
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habit, which-was not inconsistent with inward humility, an, 
mind.” The coat, the breeches, the girdle and the mitre, t},.. j.._ 
were made of the finest and richest linen that could be pot. VOWS ta 

A tenth of our substance, no less than a seventh of: our in 
Hooker, is a part of the grand sacrifice whieh We all owe be 
tioually. 

Property acquired by sacrilege, says an old divine, like eagle’, ,. , 
ostrich’s feather, eats out all the other feathers around ity and the ~ ae 
remarkgis applicable, as daily observation proves, to all property a. 
justly acquired: it brings a curse with it. ‘Ua 

Justification, Hooker and Bishop Bull: Their differences m. 
the British Critic) are rather verbal than doctrinal. Hooker arte 
two justifications he insists on inseparable and contemporaneous, , 
disclaims all notion of condiguity in faith alike and in works 9): 
every thing else that is our’s. [Hooker understands Paul to speak gy, 
righteousness of justification ; and James of that of sanctilicativy, R 
shows thut the works rejected by St. Pual are not Christian wor. 
not those required by St. James, but that those on the contrary are ; 
cluded in 5t. Paul’s faith, as all right principles include, and imply re 
respondiag practice. 

In Leviticus xxii. 11. we read, “ But if the priest buy any soul wij 
his money, he shall eat of it, viz. the sacrifice, aud he that is bory iy) e 
house they shall eat.’’ It is hence evident that servants were tw hg 
the religious privileges of the religious household, and therefore we) 
to have the pious care of the heads of sucha house. It is evident also, 
as Bishop Patrick remarks, that “there were those of their own natio 
who by their poverty were compelled to sell themselves or their chi. 
dren, and others they bought of other nations, and that they that were 
born of such purchased servants were their master’s goods.” This js 
only one of the many texts which prove the existence of hereditary 
slavery among the Hebrews and the religious obligation of the masters. 

The first fruits, dedicated to God, is a pratice so obviously proper th 
it was adopted, Pliny informs us, by the Romans. The text, Lev. xxiii 
15., “ And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the Sabbath— 
even unto the morrow after the seventh Sabbath shall ye number fifty 
days ; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the Lord,” is remark- 
able as a typical prophecy of the Christian Sabbath. The morrow aiter 
the Jewish Sabbath was the first dayof the week, and we here see the 
honor put on that day even in Hebréw times. ‘“ The matter being » 
ordered by God (says Bishop Patrick) that in the observation of the 
feast of weeks, the seventh day of the week, (the Jewish Sabbuath,) was 

sely passed over, and that great solemnity kept upon the first day 
of the week; no wonder the Christian Church hath apprepriated thet 
day, instead of the seventh, for the service of God.” This day was 
called the day of the first fruits, (Numbs. xxviii. 26.) because then wer 
offered the fruits of their second or wheat harvest, and theretore 
called the feast of harvest, (Ex. xxiii. 16.) because then was the priv- 
cipal, and the conclusion of the whole harvest of the year. Now it ws 
on this same day of the week that Christ rose from the dead and > 
_ came “the first fruits of them that slept’—and on this day the Apost' 
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bree thousand souls through the word of truth and presented 


begat t 
the first fruits’of the Christian Church unto God and unto the 


them @s8 


b. 
The Jubilee did. , say the Jews, merely to freedom from bo- 


dily servitude, but also to spiritual happiness, for the words “ ye shal! 
return every ta his possession” belong to the body, “and every 
man unto his mily” belengs unto the soul and its return to God. lt 
certainly is remarkable that “the last year of the life of our Saviour, 
who by his death, wrought an eternal redemption and restored.us to our 
avenly inheritance, fell in the year of jubilee; the very last that was 






he 


ever kept.” ve B - 
The Hebrew doctOrs say, it was lawful for a man to sell himself if his 


verty was extreme. Parents also sold their children, (Exodus xxi. 7.) 
slaves, whether of the heathen or prose/ytes, were not released at the 
jubilee, but continued slaves fur ever and were bequeathed as goods. 
See Levs. xxv. 45, 46. 

“It is observable (says Patrick) in their youth Heathen males were 
valved almost double to females, (Levi. xxvii, 3, 4.) but in old age they 
sre made almost of equal value, (7.) for old women continue service- 
l!e in many things, when old men are not; whence they have a saying, 
sn old woman in an house, is a treasure in a house.” Is wot this remark 
verified by the experience in many families of the usefulness of an old 
female servant ! 

“If aman shall sanctify unto the Lord some part of a field” (xxvii. 
Levi. 16.) ‘This seems to signify (says Bishop Patrick) that it was not 
lawful for a man to vow his whole ficld, that is all his estate; because 
Giod would have no man’s family undone, and made beggars to enrich 
his sanctuary. 

The Levites could not, says Patrick, have had less for their support 

than one-fifth part of the fruit of the land, for besides the tenth allotted 
them, they had a part of the second tenth—a share of the peace offer- 
ings—the skins of the sacrifices, &c. No rate is determined by the 
Gospel, because the first Christians far out-did any thing that had been 
done under the law—their religious devotion and love to such things 
heing very fervent and abounding of its own accord. And they could 
not imagine that they who succeeded them would fall so far short, as 
not to offer sufficient for God’s service. But when love began to wax 
cold, and it was needful to make laws about such things, they could not 
think fit toorder Jess for the settled maintenance of God’s service than 
the tenth, which had been the part long before the laws of Moses. 
_ Our Church docs not regard Baptism as a mere sign, but also as an 
instrument of grace, (Art. xxvii.) as Echard expresses it—‘* The bap- 
tism of water is a type, and an instrumental conveyance of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

These are antitheses as just as they are striking: What was lost by 
the first Adam in a garden of pleasure was began to be feceived by the 
second Adam in a garden of sorrows. As the confusion of tongues was 
a curse so the gift of tongues became a blessing to the werld. 

That our Church holds the doctrine of the possibility of falling from 
grace irrevocably is to say the least, intimated in that petition of the 
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burial office—‘ Suffer us not at our last hour for any pains of ) death 
fall from thee.” eh 
Bishop Patrick, the author of the celebrated Commentary, ref... 
yield to the wishes of his friends by leaving his flock in London... 
the great plague in 1665, giving these good reasons: “ Somely, 
be here, and is it fit should set such a value upon thyself us my 
away, and leaving others will signify ? For it will be in effect ty sq 
that I am too good to be lost; but it is mo matter if another be. |, 
not tell what geod I do to their souls, though | preach to the well and y., 
to the ill, but | am sure while I stay here | sha!l do good to their 4, 
and perhaps Save some from perishing. lt is nutty pe tes ph a mar 
tydom, that’s too high a uame, but to do a little service to my height! Tt 
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The Duty of Ministers of the Gospil, to their People, considered 
their Civil Relations: set forth ina Primary Charge, ( Octolwr, (89> 
to the Clergy of the Dioceses of Tennessee. By Right Rev nis H 
Otey, D. D. Bishop of said Drocese.—1n this document is a vivid repre. 
sentation of the deplorable state of morals and religion in our land 
What are the causes! The natural depravity of human nature, aud the 
want in sufficient degree of the counteraction of Christian instruction 
and discipline. The Christian education of children is wholly neglected 
or insufficiently attended to—Church institutions are wanting—or the in. 
struction given by them is injudicious —or they are not used ‘by the many 
of those who have them in their reach. The Bishop mentions a subord). 
nate cause, @ notion that Christianity is concerned exclusively witha 
man’s private relations—that it has nothing todo with him asa public man, 
a politician—in other words, be must be just and true to his neighbor, but 
he may be unjust and false to his political adversary. Now it is o1 
sufficient to name this senseless distinction to demoustrate its aboailliy. 
The Bishop traces this opinion, (we should rather call it pretence, for 
wh» does not kuow that truth and honesty are im:nutable priuciples,) to 
the severance marked in the Constitution of our country between teli- 
gion and politics—that our citizens have thereby been led to aupypoee 
that in their politica! relations they may ov erlook moral principle ~ that 
this corrupt principle and correspondent practice in political life, (aud 
in our country every man has more orgless to do with political lif, tor 
every man has a vote,) as might be expected deteriorates the whole char- 
acter of the community. The Bishop’s remedies correspond with wiiat 
are stated to be the causes of the prevalence among us of that great evil, 
infidel principle and practice. He would have Christian education en- 
couraged more and more. On this branch he says less in the Charge, 
but in the address to the late Convention, he dwells upon it, and 18 
known to. have been actively concerned in a great measure in relation t 
it. He would have the Clergy teach Christianity in all its fullness, as 
binding everyman, whether professor or not ; in every relation of life, as 
well when he goes to the poll as in the family circle of home and neig- 
borhood, certainly as mach when he acts as a ruler of his country, * 
when he acts as her subject ; as concerned not merely with man’s sy" 
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|, but his moral nature, not merely his duty God, but also to his Za 
arnt and to himself. He would therefore multiply the number of 
chia: of ministers, of catechists, and bring all these means of pro- 
ragating the gospel to bear on the mass of the people, and in par- 
secular be would have the Christians to let their light so shine before 
men as to guide and allure them—to bring them to the homage 
and obedience of Christ. But we desire the able and excellent Bishop 
to be heard for, himself. Here is his picture, and it is distressing to 
ipok at it. “In extensive portions of our country, the people 
are comparatively strangers to each other. 1 he ties which bound 
them to their parental domicile and the associations of their younger 
jays are broken up, and thousands find themselves in a land of 
strangers with whom they have litthe sympathy in feeling and ha- 
bits, and whose presence imposes scarcely any restraint upon their 
ees . “In the constant occupation which most heads 
of families find, stimulated as they are by having placed before them 
fair opportunities to amass riches, they have little leisure, at least they 
employ but a small portion of their time in the moral culture of their 
children. The rising generation are consequently coming forward to 
engage in the business of life uninstructed in the nature of their duties 
and uninformed as to their responsibilities. In a vast majority of in- 
stances the young who are just rising into manhood are totally ignorant 
of the nature and extent of their obligations as moral and accountable 
beings. They can give shrewd and intelligent answers to all questions 
concerning traffic and trade, and the value of various kinds of property, 
but as to the nature and extent of those obligations by which man is 
bound to “do justly, love mercy and walk humbly with God,” they 
have been taught nothing, they know nothing, and oftentimes care 
nothing. The example of their parents has led them to regard money 
as “the chief good,” and ir its acquisition all advantages are to be ta- 
ken which the law will allow, or which artful evasion of the law will 
enable them to compass. The social affections are swept away in this 
struggle for gain—there is no place for their exercise, and the kindly 
offices of charity and benevolence are unknown. The children of the 
country are thus in a measure trained up with feelings almost hostile to 
their species. The idea they have of publi¢ liberty is that they may do 
as they pleas@, regardless of the comfort and even the rights of others. 
Reverence for age and character are unfelt—sympathy for suffering and 
distress is destroyed, and respect for law and authority despised as mean- 
ness. Effrontery is taken for manliness —rudeness for gentility, and im- 
oe for easiness of manners. Is it any wonder that under this 
ardening process, future heroes in crime are formed, and that we hear 
and read of deeds of daring villainy and desperate wickedness? Is it 
any wonder that an awful wrecklessness and disregard of human life 
should be exhibited? That law should be violated and authority tram- 
pled under foot? The history of the present year has presented to us 
dreadful catastrophes, portraying in the loss of human life, incidents of 
thrilling horror. It is the natural consequence which follows upon the 
want of a just sense of responsibility grounded on moral obligation.” 
. » “In addition, the infidelity that is abroad will persuade 
GOS. MESS., VOL. BIV., NO. 12. 47 
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men that christianity will interfere not only with their enjoymen 
with their rights, and abridge their liberty to an unreasonable .. 
Hence the indisposition manifested by many to contribute ay, pir, 
wards the erection of places of worship, and the reluctance y;. 
they give a modicum for the decent support of the ministry, '[),,., 
those, and it is humiliating to the feelings with which we ¢), eI " 
honor of the State, to mention the fact, there are those who wil) ,.. 
hundred of dollars in an electioneering canvass, and yet begryd ae, 
pitiful sum of five dollars to keep up the preaching of the gospel § : 
whole year! Hence too, in combination with the causes befor, Red, 
tioned, that neglect of public worship so manifest in our count, | 
where it is not ‘wholly neglected, the feeling onthe part of many wh 
imagine that they are doing a favor or paying a compliment to a ‘yin, 
ter by coming to hear him preach. When we consider all these thing 
and they are but few of those that might be named, it is not ay azine 
that our national character should be waxing worse and worse—),. 
vice, immorality and irreligion should prev ail to an alarming ext ig 
that the mind of the patriot should be troubled for his country ay ids 
the heart of the priest should ‘tremble for the ark of God.” The 
Bishop gives a hint also respecting carelessness of moral obligation 
his brethren of the Clergy: ‘* The obligation to comply with the dire. 
tions which the church in her wisdom has prescribed in all these case: 
is so plain and obvious, that it would appear almost superfluous to use 
argument or exhortation in the premises. Itis scarcely to be su Ipposed 
that any clergyman can be so forgetful of the solemnity and bind 
force of his ordination vows, as to use any other forms in the dis on 
of his official duties as a minister of the gospel, than those which thy 
authority of the church has appointed and established. He who ca 
forget himself, is beyond the reach of argument or exhortation, | 
considerations grounded upon the recorded results of sober e X perience, 
or drawn from the propriety of uniform practice among the members 
the same “household of faith,’ united in the same bonds of fellow. 
ship, and cherishing a common hope through the same Lord, are Jos 
upon him who will venture for the sake of the supposed expediency, or 
in the spirit of compromise, to set at nought the authority of the church 
and trample upon her regulations. By dishonoring the liturgy, in the 
substitution of his own extemporaneous effusions, he virtually arrogates 
to himself a wisdom which claims submission from the united wisdom 
of the church.” How would he remedy the “ sin’”’ which is our “rte- 
preach” and cultivate the righteousness which alone ‘“exalteth a nation!’ 
By parental zeal. ‘It is under the influence of parental teaching and 
example, and in the various associations of early life, formed in neigh 
borhoods where we were born, reared and educated, that the elements 
of a good character are ordinarily laid, strengthened and established." 
The Bishop also recommends instruction in the gospel by the di- 
vinely inspired Ministers, the whole gospel, not separating doctrine 
and duty from motive, (the error as we conceive of the Temperance 5 
ciety,) nor piety from benevolence, nor religion from morality: “ M- 
nisters of religion occupy a position of immense importance, eptniteny 
in reference to the prime interests of society. It is their duty to! 
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el ga ag 
res and profess its priaciples, tu be strictly obedient to the laws, in 


cheir letter, and manifest intention—that civil and religious liberty with 
all its attendant blessings, is a talent for the use of which they must give 
gccount to God, the judge of all. It is their duty to show men that the 

spel does not allow them to take advantage of the necessities of their 
low men, but obliges them to works of kindness and charity—that 
industry, prudence and economy are the meaus which God has appointed 
for the attainment of the good things of this life—that their acquisition 
by any other method is contrary to the order of Providence and results 
necessarily in injury to some other portion of the great family of man— 
that consequently all arts to overreach or circumvent others, no matter 
for what object, either in the private or public relations of a citizen are 
wrong and are positively forbidden by Christ—that evil speaking and 
defamation are no less prohibited than falsehood itself, and that mild- 
ness and gentleness in deportment are due to the persons of all men. 
it is their duty to instruct parents to exercise a watchful guardianship 
over their children—that they impress upon the minds of their offspring 
in every possible way the concerning truth, that God is both the witness 
and the judge of their conduct, and their motives—that they teach them 
the nature and extent of their responsibilities as members of society 
and especially instruct them by precept and example to show a ready 
and cheerful obedience to lawful authority. Asa directory in these 
things, a clergyman can find no better guide than that which is furnished 
him in the church catechism. In the statement of the duties which we 
owe to God and to man, it is plain, comprehensive, easy to be under- 
stood aud of most ready application. If this part only of the catechism 
were generally received, generally taught and generally acknowledged in 
practice, the surface of society would be instantly changed in its aspect, 
and peace, order and soodrity shed their united influences and blessings 
upon our country. I therefore earnestly recommend to each of you, my 
brethren, and through you to each parent and head of a family in your 
congregations, a faithful and diligent instruction of all the members of our 
communion, inthe catechism of this church.” Again, us to the particu- 
lar which we have noticed above, the Bishop says: ‘ The opinion is ex- 
tensively current, that the principles of christianity are designed to exer- 
cise some control over the thoughts and conduct of man in the more pri- 
vate relations of life, but that all its influences are to be carefully shut 
out, when he comes to act in the capacity of a citizen of the common- 
wealth,” . ° **T would have you to instructthe people whom 
you serve, that they cannot consistently with their profession, follow the 
practices and adopt the maxims so current in this age, which lead men to be- 
lieve that they may claim tlie privileges and cherish the hope of christians 
when they are not acting as christians. ‘I’c peint out to them the enlarged 
view which the gospel takes of their duties and responsibilities in every 
relation of life, and that its claims of obedience to its precepts, are para- 
mount to every worldly interest.” With the excellent sentiments quoted, 
this charge contains some which we regret, because they are debateable, 
and debated by the best churchmen. If it was wise in our fathers to dis- 
sever the “ bend’? between Church and State, or if they could not have 


r congregations that christianity binds those who acknowledge its au-- 
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done otherwise, so far as the “ United States” was concerned, for ;, 
of the States the bond was, and we believe still is, undissevered, we... 
prepared to call it an “unnatural” bond ; first because it existe, ;, , 
best government that ever was, the Jewish theocracy ; and secoy,)), 


cause it exists in a land which has and ever has had some of th, y , 
heads and purest hearts which have at any time blessed christendom |, 
recollection of these things, and of the prophecy, Isaiah xlix. 23. y, rer 
all due deflerence, would ask whether it is not to speak strong), to ri 
“the connexion of Church and State tended to degrade the forine, ., 
incumber the latter,”” and that this connexion is *‘ wrong in principle 7 
injurious to piety in practice.” We have not leisure or inclinatioy to 4. 
cuss the question, and cui bono? And we sincerely hope our experi. 
ment may succeed beyond the most sanguine expectations of its mos... 
dent admirers. But we confess we have not seen the proof that “(,.. 
tianity was most successful and most properous when it received pr to. 
tion only from the secular arm,”’ and we think there is evidence to ; 
contrary in this very Charge. The moral and religious condition of, 
country, (under the governmental indifference to religion, not to say di. 
countenance of it,) certainly does not favor the theory that Old Enplay 
and New England in requiring it to be supported, just as they do educa. 
tion, really retarded its progress, or wounded its spirit. But we forbes, 
The all important work of sustaining religion, in our land, humanly sp k. 
ing, rests upon private liberality. May the Divine blessing attend 
efforts of Christians and crown them with the utmost success. 


1S Ihe 


ile 


Sermons of Henry Melville, M. A., Minister of Camden Chapel, §y. 


{Continued from page 152, and concluded, } 


We will conclude this article by the following extract from the Sermoy 
entitled, “‘ The Difficulties of Scripture.” We trust and hope it will not be 
long ere this volume of Christian eloquence is given to the public; it is ip. 
deed surprising, that replete as it is with interest from its literary meriis,and 
high tone of piety, that it should for such a length of time, have been kept 
from the intellectual and religious readers of our country. “ We feel 
that we have a difficult part to perform in ministering to the congregation 
which assembles within these walls. Gathered as it is from many parts, 
and without question, including oftentimes members who make no profes- 
sion whatever of religion, we think it bound on us to seek out great ya- 
riety of subjects, so that if possible the case of none of the audience ma) 
be quite overlooked in a series of discourses, And we feel it particularly 
needful that we touch now and then, as we have done this night, on topics 
connected with infidelity, because we fear that infidelity is growing in the 
land, and specially amongst its well-educated youth. If there be one say- 
ing in the Bible, bearing reference to the things of the present dispensa- 
tion, on which we look with greater awe than on another, it is this of 
Christ Jesus, “‘ When the Son of Man cometh shall he find faith on the 
earth?’ It would seem to mark out a fierce conflict of antagonist prince 
ples, issuing in the almost total ejectment of Christianity ; so that when 
the day of the sacred Advent is ushered in by its august heraldry it shal! 
dawn upon blasted and blackened scenery, and discover the mass of mat 
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sind carrying OM, amid demolished temples and desecrated bibles, the or- 
ies of a dark and desperate revelry. And knowing that such is the te- 
“eel prophecy, and gathering from many and infallible signs that already 
bas the warning begun, we warn you, and beseech you, with all the veins 
of our heart, that ye be on your guard against the inroads of scepticism. 
We speak peculiarly to the young, the young men who throng this chapel, 
and who in the intercourse of life, will meet with many who lie in wait 
ty deceive. It is not possible that you should mix much with the men of 
this liberal and libertine age, and not hear insinuations either more or less 
Jirect, thrown out against the grand and saving tenets of Christianity. You 
-annot, even by the exercise of the most godly circumspection keep your- 
velves wholly at a distance from the sarcasms or sophisms of insidious and 
vestilent teachers. ‘The enemy is ever on the watch; and adapting him- 
self to the various dispositions and circumstances of those whom he seeks 
~ entangle, can address the illiterate with a hollow jest, and assail the 
educated with a well timed objection. Oh, I could tremble for those, who, 
blind to the weakness which is naturally the portion of our race, and rashly 
confident in a strength to which the fallen have no jot of pretension, ad- 
venture themselves now upon the sea of life, and go forth into a world, 
where must often be encountered temptations to think lightly of the faith 
of their fathers. Oh, I say I could tremble for them. If any amongst you 
—I speak it with all affection and from the knowledge which positions in 
life, have enabled me to form of the progress of youthful infidelity—if 
any amongst you enter the busy scenes of society with an overweaning 
confidence in your own capacities, with a lofty opinion of the powers of 
reason, and with a hardy persusasion that there is nerve enough in the 
mind to grapple with divine mysteries, and vigor enough to discover truth 
for itselfif in short, you the weak, shall say we are strong—then I fear 
for you, far more than I can tell, that you may fall an easy prey to some 
champion of heretical error and give ready ear to the flattering schemes 
of the worshippers of intellect; and that thus a mortal blight shall dese- 
crate the buds of early promise, and eternity frown on you, with all the 
chéerlessness which it bears to those who despise the blood of atonement, 

you—the children it may be of pious parents, over whose infancy a 
oly father hath watched, and whose young years have been guarded by 
the tender solicitudes of a righteous mother—you may win to yourselves 
a heritage of shame and confusion, and go down at the judgment into the 
pit of the unbelieving and scornful. Better, infinitely better would it 
have been that your parents had seen you coffined and sepulchered, ere 
as yet ye knew evil from good, than that they should have nursed you, and 
nurtured you, to swell in later days, the ranks of the apostate. Be admo- 
nished by the subject which we have this night discussed, to distrust your- 
selves, and to depend upon a higher teaching than human. Difficulties 
there are in the Bible; but they ought rather to assure, than make you 
doubtful of, the divinity of its origin. And if you are assailed with scep- 
tical objections which you are unable to answer, have the candor and mo- 
desty to suspect that a straightforward and sufficient answer there may be, 
though you have not the penetration to discover it. Lay not the blame on 
the deficiences of Christianity, when it may possibly lie, in the deficien- 
cies of your own information. ‘The argument was never framed against 
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the truth of our religion which has not been completely takey oy .. , y 
umphantly refuted. Hesitate, therefore, before you conclude a ..,.. 
the right, just because you are not able to prove him inthe wroy:, yy. : 
you this advice, simply and affectionately. We see your dann, ..- b 
long for your souls. Bear with us yet a moment. We would not weary. 
but speaking on the topic of “ things hard to be understood” we fo 
pelled to dwell at some length on the scepticism of the age, | can ne 

dare answer when I stand up in this holy place, and speak to you oy 4, 
truths of our religion that I address not some who throw on these ss. 
habitual contempt, who count Christianity the plaything of childre, — : 
vented by imposture and cradled in ignorance. And if I knew thay ,,. 
now there were such amongst you; if they were pointed out to me, go 

I might stand face to face with the despisers of our Lord—the thyyd.. 

*the sackcloth of hair, the worm that dies not, the fire that is not quen: e- 

—should I array against them these terrible things, and turu upon then 

the battery of the denunciations of God’s wrath? Alas, alas, I shooy 

have no moral hold on them with all this apparatus of woe and dest), 

tion. They might wrap themselves up in their scepticism. They 

might tell me they had read too much, and learned too much, to be scares 

by the trickeries of priesteraft; and thus by denying the authority 

Scripture they. would virtually blunt all my weapons of attack, ay 

show themselves invulnerable, beeause they had made themselves jnsey. 

sible. ‘There is nothing that the minister could do, save that which E¥. 

sha the Prophet did, when speaking with Hazael: “ He settled his evup. 
tenance steadfastly until he was ashamed; and the man of God wey,” 

Who could do otherwise than weep over the spectacle of talents, and 

hopes and affections, tainted with the leprous spots of moral decay, the 
spectacle of a blighted immortality; the spectacle—a glimpse of which 
must almost convulse with amazement the glorious ranks of the celestial 
world—that of a being, whom Christ purchased with his blood, whom the 
Almighty hath invited, y besought to have mercy upon himself, turning 
into jest the messages of the gospel, denying the divinity of the Lord his 
Redeemer, or building up with the shreds and fragments of human reagop 
a baseless structure, which like the palace of ice, shall resolve itself suds 
denly into a tumulivous flood, bearing away the inhabitant, a struggling 
thing but a lost? Yea, if I knew there were one amongst you who had 
surrendered himself to the lies of an ensnaring philosophy, then, although 
I should feel, that perhaps even whilst I speak he is pitying my credulity, 
or ridiculing my fanaticism, I would not suffer him to depart without call- 
ing on the congregation to baptize him as it were, with their tears; aod 
he should be singled out~—oh, not for rebuke, not for contempt, not for 
anger—but as more deserving to be wept over, and wailed over than the 
poorest child of human calamity; more worthy of the agonies of mortal 
sympathy, than he who eats the bitterest bread of ailliction, and in whose 
ear ring mournfully the sleepless echoes of a funeral bell. Yea, and he 
should not leave the sanctuary till we had told him, that, though there be 
in the Bible “ things hard to be understood,” there is one thing beautifully 
plain and touchingly simple ; and that is, that “ the blood of Jesus Christ 
cleanseth us from all sin.” So that it is not yet too late; the blashpemer, 
the scorner, the infidel—oh the fire is not yet falling, and the eartl ts not 
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ening—let him turn unto the Lord, and confess his iniquity, and cry 

ng: ion and a sweep of joy from the Angels’ harp-strings, shall tell 
, . 5 . . 

o Pe astounding fact, that he is no longer a stranger and a foreigner, 
ne , fellow-eitizen with the Saints, and of the household of God.” 

bul 0 
SELECTIONS. 

Vessrs. Editors,—'The example of the Clergyman in the following ar- 

; le «< indeed worthy of imitation. Why could not the Clergy visit 
tic / . ; ‘- 

s-hyols for the purpose of teaching the Gospel to the children! If they 

of diflerent denominations, let them be classed and attended, each 


were 7 . , ; , 
its proper Minister. This plan has been suggested in Ohio, in 


class by 


reference to the Schools supported by the State, and it seems to us it 
would remove every objection to the introducing Christian instruction into 


our Schools. [From the British Magazine. ] 
There is in my parish, among other places of education, a commercial 
«yal, kept by a most respectable individual assisted by his son. Cir- 
coustances connected with the erection of a Protestant Episcopal chapel 
by ught che master and myself more than once into contact with each 
wuer, Inthe course of time I suggested to him the propriety of my at- 
.-ading his school for the purpose of examining the boys in the Catechism, 
and giving them at the same time such instruction in religion as they might 
quire. Though I disclaimed all interference with secular matters, the 
schoolmaster at first, as | expected, had some little reluctance to accede 
to my proposal; but seizing my opportunity from time to time, I suc- 
ceeded effectually in removing his objections. [tis now something more 
than a twelvemonth since 1 began my weekly visits to his school, and, set- 
ting aside the time spent in my church, there are few half hours in the 
week which afford me greater satisfaction than the half hour which I 
spend at this school; not, I hope, because it is something new, but be- 
case it is something old—I mean, an attempt to put more effectually into 
exgeution the rule of the Church, which requires that the youth of the 
: classes of society should be instructed in the Catechism by her 
ors. ‘The schoolmaster assures me that the behavior of the boys is 
mproved since the commencement of my visits, and traces of this im- 
provement are easily discerned by myself. The system which I pursue 
is nearly the same as that which is adopted in my national school. To 
learn the Catechism by heart is the first thing which I require of the boys. 
[ then put into their hands, and they are pleased with the present, a neat 
ilank book, which [ call their text-book. Inthis book, week by week, 
they write down and learn by heart texts of Scripture which prove the 
doctrines of the Catechism. This gives me an opportunity of stating, and 
as far as may be explaining, these doctrines, and of proving to my scho- 
lars that the doctrines of the Church are the doctrines of Scripture. ‘The 
text-book commences with “The Necessity of Baptism to Salvation,” or 
words to that effect ; a line is then drawn under these words, and the scrip- 
ture proofs foliow—begianing, as is natural, with St. John’s gospel iti. 
9, Or passages of a similar import. Then comes the baptismal vow, then 
the several articles of the Creed, distinguished from each other with the 
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Fed 
line, the scriptural truths following, and so on through the Catechis K 
Manual | put into the hands of my scholars as a book of devotion, Th. 
and any other books which L may think it expedient to give them f _ 
will be preserved in cunjunction with the text-book, as manuals o§ ee 
records of soundWocirine, and as monuments in after-life of the»... 
of a minister to train up the child in the way in which he should go, 
would rather recommend my plan for adoption from its conformiry a 
the rules of “the holy Catholic Church,” than from any visih/, ‘Chleer 


which it may produce ; but in the mean time [ may say, that the pp. 
appearances are very encouraging. The boys are delighted wiih , 
they consider my notice of them; they greet my arrival with their inno, 
smiles, and they are ready to do or learn any thing which I require thy 
I use my best endeavors to convey my instraction in a pleasing maypp, 
and I do not forget often to enforce the necessity of their showing. 
their behavior at church, at school, and at home, that they derive } 
from my instructions. At all events, the half hour passes without \, 
irksome to either party.— Churchman. 


ST. MARY’S HALL. 


We are glad to see another edition of the excellent appeal, not only 
because it is an able defence and inculcation of sound principles, whic) 
cannot be too widely disseminated, but because it gives new proof of the 
flourishing state of St. Mary’s Hall. To those who have recently mad 
inquiries of us respecting the state of this institution, and to all others, we 
would commend it anew, as a safe and delightful retreat, affording the 
highest advantages for female education. We need not add that it offer 

eculiar inducements for the members of our own Church, and partien 

larly for clergymen, to extend to it their friendly countenance and patron- 

age. More particular information may be easily obtained by addressing 

a line tu the Rev. Dr. Eaton, Burlington, or by reference to the Prospee- 

tus, a copy of which will be left at 25 Ann-st. for inspection.— Churchman, 
CHURCH LOUNGERS. 

We would recommend the following from the Evangelical Guardiaghtp 
the serious attention of those who are in the habit of /ownging about 
Doors, Belfry and Stoves of our Churches, previous to, and after time o 
service, it is a pernicious practice and should be discarded. 

Men stand in groups about the doors, and in the yards of the 
church, talking often of what they should not, gazing at every passing 
object, and plainly entertaming themselves in a manner unbecoming 
the Sabbath and the sanctuary. Such »ersons are unfitting themselves 
for the devotional exercises in which they are in a few moments to engage; 
they embarrass others and injure the church where they attend. The me 
dest female shrinks from their ungenteel gaze, and perhaps secks to wor 
ship where she can have an unmolested entrance into the Lord’s house 
How much more becoming and profitable did such persons enter the sanc- 
tuary as they come to it, go each one reverently to his own seat, and there 
employ his moments before public service, in reading the Bible, in reflec: 
tion and prayer—prayer for himself, for the minister, and for the whole 
congregation’? ‘ Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God.” 
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Ministers’ Wives. 


MINISTERS’ WIVES. 
[Selected from the Protestant Episcopalian. } 


‘To be sure—to be sure,’ said a friend of mine to me the other day, 


‘Mrs. Jerroll should go to see all the members of the Church. She is 
the Minister’s wife.’ ~* Why so, Madam v—*Oh why—certainly she 
ought to go. There is Mrs. Toll in Zigzag lane, and Mrs, Doll up the 
street and Mrs. Macdougle that lives Just a mile or so out of town, and 
all the folks up our way. She ought to visit us, for she is our Minister's 
wife’ * What of that?’ said I, ‘Is she the Pastor of the Church? I 
vm sure L had no part in her election. It will be time to call upon her for 
»astoral visits, When we elect her co-pastor and give herasalary. If [ 
mistake not our Minister had no wife when he settled among us, and 
therefore we could not have included the services of his wife in our call. 
You might as well present claims to the services of his children and 
eorvants. ‘ But surely she might come and see a body once in a while 
_every month or so,’ replied my reasonable friend. ‘And what is to 
become of her own affairs in the mean time?’ ‘Why I don’t know; but 
she ought to visit us: if not, pray what ought she to do?’ ‘Why, do 
what you and every body else ought to do. Mind your own business, 
and let others alone.’ 

After things had gone thus far, we proposed taking up our Bible to 
see if we could get any light on the subject, from ‘the word and the 
testimony.” My credulous friend had taken it for granted that the Scrip- 
tures were very explicit on the point, and fumbled over from Genesis to 
Revelations to find a passage that touched it. But all in vain. We read 
carefully 1 Tim. 3. 1-7; in which the qualifications of a Minister are 
laid down; but alas, we found nothing about his wife, except that he 
must be ‘the husband of one wife.’ ‘Ah, but here is sumething,’ said 
she, ‘about deacon’s wives. T'hey must visit us.’ ‘ A terrible rage for 
visiting, thoughtI. However I asked her to read the passage ‘ Even 
samust their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all things.’ 
reely confessed that it did not prove that deacon’s wives ought to 
all over the place. I then took occasion to inform her that the pas- 
age which she had read is thought by the best expositors to refer not 


“toany body’s wife, but to the female teachers which the customs of 


those times rendered necessary in the Church. 

I read to her a paragraph from Macknight’s Commentary on the place, 
from which she seemed very well persuaded that our translators have 
somewhat changed the real meaning by rendering the Greek word 
‘wives’ instead of ‘females’ as it should be; and inserting the words 
marked by italics. It soon seemed plain to her that the Apostle is in 
the chapter giving instructions to Ministers, Deacons, and female teach- 
ers, and that he says nothing about their wives. 

‘There is one general direction,’ I observed, ‘ which the Apostle di- 
rected Titus (ch. 2, 4, 5,) to deliver to women in general that ia highly 
important. Will you read it? Teach young women to be sober, to love 
their husbands and their children, to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, 
good, &c. that the word of God be not blasphemed, Warring against 
others, he says, ‘ They learn to be idle, wandering about from house to 
605. MESS., VOL. XIV.—NO. 12, 42 
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house, and not only idle, but tattlers also and busy-bodieg 
; ? 
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things which they oughtot.’ i 
My friend confessed she had been imerror and very unkind ang , 


ritable in her censures. She vowed that her couduct should heres,” 
different, and the time which she had wasted in idle complaints 9. ib, 
muring should henceforth be employed in praying for a blessin, de | 
the labors of her Minister. Such a course she observed, wil] 42 ia 
rofitable to both of us. We parted on good terms deeply eosviee 
that she is the best wife, who in the cirele to which providence has o 
her, exhibits a pattern of Christian sobriety, neathess, order » 7 
nomy. Such a person will be sure to honor religion by making j},. | 
of her hugband and children, a happy, a peaceful, and cherished y..,... 


POST OFFICE. 


A petition has been introduced before Congress praying the repes| 
that part of an act of Congress, regulating the Post-Oflice Departmen: 
which requires postmasters to deliver letters, &c.on Sunday. That act res 
thus, “ And it shall be theduty of the postmaster, at all reasonable hoyr 
on every day of the weck,to deliveron demand, any letter, paper or packet 
to the person,” &c. Thus does Congress expressly say that postmaster: 
or their clerks, shall not attend divive worship on the Sabbath; buts 
spend that holy time in the same work that belongs to the other days, 
the week. The postmaster or bis clerk must atal/ reasonable hours deliye: 
letters, &c. on every day of the week. Here Sunday is placed, as to ree 
sonable hours, on a level with all other days; what ts reasovable on Satur. 
day may bealso reasonable on Sunday, so far as the law is concerned, It js 
reasonable that letters should be delivered on Satturday during the | 
between 10 and 12 A. M. or Sand 5 P.M. It is equally reasonable, ty 
the law, and in the view of many irreligions people, that they should be 
delivered during the same hours on Sunday. But these are the hours 
of worship and thus the post office clerk or master is by law requiredto 
abstain from public worship. If this law recognized any difference be- 
tween one day and another, the inference would not be so plain. Bit 
who is to judge as to reasonable hours? The Post Master Generali 
What order that officer has issued on the subject we know not; but 
evidently the postmasters are, in this matter, wholly dependant on bis 

rivate opinion as to the sanctity of the Sabbath. If he be a Sabbotb 
see himself, or have a habitual disregard for the saered day, as 
may happen some time or other, he may issue directions, as to “ reasor- 
able hours” exceedingly painful to the consciences of enlightened and 

ious men who may be subject to him in that department. But we ob- 
ject to this law, because, without the plea of nece-sity or mercy, it te- 
quires postmusters to deliver letters on any portion of the Sabbath. I 
is inconsistent with liberty of conscience, and thus with a fundamental 

rinciple of our government. It requires officers of the government 0 
Yo, what the professed faith of ninety-nine hundreths of the people, and 
the professed principles of the government of the United States cov- 
demn as opposed to the law of God and the best interest of society. Itis 
inconsistent with the laws and usages of the government. The Constitutioa 
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of the United States excmpts the President from work on Sunday, by 
excepting Sundays from the ten days within which, if he does not return 
9 bill, it becomes a law. The Supreme Court of the United States is 
forbidden by law to do business on Sunday. Both Houses of Congress 
| the public offices claim the privilege of abstinence from public 
basiness on the Sabbath. ‘1 he laws regulating the Army and Navy and 
the Military Academy of the U nited States enjoin the observance of the 
Sabbath aud attendance upon divine worship on that day. Congress 
might, with as much propriety and right, enact a law requiring the Pre- 
cident of the Uuited States, and all Heuds of Department and all Audi- 
tors and Clerks; all officers and men in the army and navy, and all the 
Judges of the Courts of the United States, to attend to their business on 
Sunday, a8 to maintain the present law requring unnecessary labor of 
postmasters O21 the Lord 3 Day. But there is another view of this mat- 
ter. In nearly all, if not all of the States, there are laws expressly en- 

juining the keeping of the Sabbath, or else declaring “the duty of all 

men publicly and at stated seasons” to worship God. Every where the 

Sabbath is the stated season selectod for public worship. Now let us 

consider the law of Congress as to postinasters, and the law of Vermont, 

for example, as tothe Sabbath. The latter declares [see Constitution of 
Vt.) “that every denomination of Christians ought to observe the Sabbath 

or Lord’s day and keep up religious worship.” ln Vermont, however, 

there are perhaps some hundreds of persons in the employ of the United 

States as postmasters, citizens nevertheless of Vermont and bound to its 

laws. The law of Congress forbids them to observe the Sabbath and 

requires them to abstain from public worship for the purpose of being 

ready at all reasonable hours to deliver letters, &c. The law of their 

own State declares it to be their duty to attend public worship and keep 

the day free from secular work. ‘Thus Congress goes into Vermont and 

forbids her citizens to mind her laws. The law under consideration, 

was the first statute enacted by Congress requiring a violation of the re- 

ligion of the land. We charge it with being an unauthorized interfer- 

ce with that religion. 

hen the Constitution provided that Congress should pass no law 

etablishing religion, it surely was not intended to vest that body with 

the right to pass a Canon desecrating one of the most sacred institutions 

of the religion of the nation. This law is against religion. It dees 

not leave Cliristianity in the same circumstances as before it was passed. 
It is a legislative interference with the rights of conscience, the liberty 
of the people and the religion which lies at the basis of their civil and 
political institutions. 

When Mr. McLean, now on the bench of the Supreme Court of the 
United States was Post Master Geueral, he expressed as his decided 
opinion on this very subject as follows :- “ It is believed that the revenue 
of the Department would not be lessened, to any considerable amount, 
if no letters or newspapers, &c. were delivered at the different post offices 
onthe Sabbath’ Whether the revenue would be lessened or not, by the 
performance of such acts on Sunday, should not be a matter of inquiry ; 
for all moneys thus obtained would come to this nation at a premiam, 
higher than it would be justified in paving. And the whole section re- 
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quiring labor on that day, as heretofore specified, should be repealey 

well as that part requiring the delivery of letters, newspaper, ¢, ’* 
is the principle of compelling \abor, by a national law, on that da. f 
trary to the law of Gud, that is complained of. It is not Sepoal 
a repeal of it will, for the present, alter any of the arrangement, ;,, 
Department.—Gambier Observer. ‘ 


PREACHING. 


There is a canon to be observed in the composition of a sermoy yj, 
make it preach the gospel as often as possible through the ord,, 
the Church. \t is true that this rule applies to all sermons; },) 
plies to sermons delivered from a village pulpit above all. For the «. 
try people have need beyond others that the religious instruct, 
parted to them should refer to formularies which are familiar to ;), 
the instruction so presented to them being in that case surted for 
and therefore more likely to be profitable to persons whose appre, 
sions are dull and memories feeble; those formularies serving they, ¢, 
a syllabus, and the lecture seeming no longer a rhapsody without a play, 
We believe, too, that nothing would be so effectual! to bind the members 
of the Church together and to disqualify them for dissent, as the syx, 
matic observance of this rule on the part of the preacher— a rule, in 
which the terms of his ordination vow, seem to make obligatory upon hig. 
for by that he pledges himself ‘to give his faithful diligence always » 
to minister the doctrine and sacraments, and the discipline of the Church, 
as the Lord hath commanded, and as (Ais Church hath received the sane’ 
Let us not be misunderstood. We are not recommending a crusade 
from the pulpit once a week against the Separatist ; it is the thing fur. 
thest from our thouglits; but we would have the minister take eve: 
opportunity that presents itself, direct, and more especially inciden 
of showing that the Bible and Prayer-book speak a lenguage one and 
the same; that a Christian truly formed after the model of the Chu 
would hold the doctrines, discharge the duties, imbibe the spirit, se: 
forth in the word of God; that the component parts of the Christiay 
character dispersed through the bible are collected and organized in 
the services of the Church. ‘Thus would the members of a congrem- 
tion be imperceptibly moulded into the form of Christians and chureb- 
men at once; and being so fashioned, would not be adapted to any 
other frame without feeling that violence was done them.— Lend. Quart. 
<= == 


POETRY. 








FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


SOLOMON’S PRAYER AT THE DEDICATION OF THE TEMPLE, 


Lord God of Israel, there's no God in Heaven or earth like thee! 
The promise to my father made, thou hast performed with me. 
Since thou hast said, on Israel’s throne a king shall e’er abide, 
O! God of Israel, let thy word, I pray, be verified. 


But will the Lord then dwell on earth? Lo! Heaven cannot contain 
Thy majesty—much less withiy this house canst thou remain; 

Yet to my supplications, Lord, have thou respect, I pray, 

And hearken te thy servant's prayer, before Thee poured to-day; 
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That day and night beholding this thy house, with heavenly grace, 
Thou may'st nd thy servant's prayer made toward this holy place ; 
Thy servant’s and thy people's prayer, oh holy Lord receive, 
Hear thou in heaven, thy dwelling place, and when thou hear’st forgive. 
If any ‘nan doth trespass. and on oath be made to swear, 


And if that oath doth come before thy holy altar, here— 
Petermine thou thy servant’s cause in Heaven, O! Judge august, 


Bring judgment on the wicked man, and justice to the just! 

When heaven is shut, and blessed showers, becanse we've sinn’d are stay'd, 
And when thy people penitent, towards this thy house have pray’d— 
Hear Lord ;—forgive ;—and Israel guide with thine Almighty hand, 
Teach them to sin ’gainst thee no more ;—send rain upon thy land. 

If sickness, famine, pestilence or plague. o’erhang our soil— 

if mildew, locust, blast, or worm, make vain all human toil ; 

If hostile bands besiege thy towns—whatever plague there be— 

Should any man, or Israel spread their hands in prayer to thee:— 

Thon know'st the hearts of men, O Lord; in mercy, as they pray, 

Do thou unto each suppliant, according to his way; 

And bow thine ear, O Father! from the height where thon dost live, 
Hear thou in heaven thy dwelling place, and when thou hear’st forgive ! 


And if the stranger comes from far to worship in thy sight, 

(For distant lands shall hear of thee—thy glory, and thy might—) 
Oh grant his prayer, that all he earth may know and fear thee too, 
That all the earth may worship, as thy people Israel do. 

And if thy people sin, O Lord—(for no wan sinneth not—) 

So that in anger, thou dost make captivity their lot ; 

And if they turn. in bondage, unto thee, with all their heart, 
Confess their sin, and supplicate thee, Lord, to take their part. 


With mercy touch their conquerors’ hearts who hold them ‘neath the rod, 
Remember how thou bronght’st thein forth from Egypt, O Lord God! 
Forgive ;— deliver them; and bring them back beneath thy laws, 


Hear thou iy heaven, thy dwelling place, and Lord, maintain their cause! 
J. W. M. 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 

Missionary Lecture.—That in December failed, owing to inclement 

weather. It was delivered as usual in January, and the amount col- 


lected was $28. 


Domestic and Fureign Missionary Society of the P. E. Church-— 
The “Spirit of Missions,” for January contains a very interesting 
“talk,” addressed to the Domestic Committee by a delegativn of 
Oneida Chiefs, who were on their way to Washington, accompanied by 
their Missionary, Rev. Mr. Davis. Their purpose, which the Committee 
favored by a memorial to Congress, is to obtain permission to remain 
ov their present location. It has also, some useful suggestions on “ sys- 
tematic charity.” The amount reported for Domestic Missions was 
$1,672; for Foreign, $344, Nothing ¢Aés mouth from South-Carolina. 
_ Episcopal School of North-Carolina.—The Committee of the Conven- 
tion say—-“* That the liberal contributions made in the present period of 
unexampled pecuniary pressure, for the relief of the School, give the 
strongest assurance that its friends are disposed and determined to sus- 
tain it. Relying on the excellent spirit, thus manifested in the hour of 
the School's extremity; on the fulfilment of promises of further aid, 
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made by our friends at the North, and on the liberality of others : 
Diocese, to whom personal application has not been made, Asin a Ble 
ly that,the time is not distant, when the Episcopal Schoo! of . nn 
Slina will be free from all the embarrassments of debt, and be 
condition to pursue its unimpeded course in the advancement of 1. 


ing and tlie cultivation of piety.” 


Confirmation.—-The numbered Confirmed by the Bishop of Ling 
his triennial visitation, was 10,228. 

Installation —-When the Bishop of Norwich was installed, thre¢) 
of the Clergy of his Diocese were present. 

Protestantism in Jreland.—\u 1792 the number of Protestants jy i. 
land wus, according to Wakefield, 522,023, of Roman Catholics 3 01) 
097. In 1835 the numbers are returned, Roman Catholics 6,437: 
Protestants 1,516,228. Thus, while the one has doubled, the other has \,. 
come at least three times as numerous, Nive priests of the former by 
lately renounced it.— Cambridge Episcopal Chronicle. 

Lord’s Day. —It has been determined in England by the proprietor 
generally to give up, as far as possible, the travelling of public coaches 
on this day, on the ground that it would be an actual saving of nearly 
one-seventh in the expenses and a great relief to the horses, as th ner 
would be as many passengers as at present, though spread over six day: 
instead of seven. As no business is done at the Post-Office in Lond | 
the commercial centre of the world, on Sundays, it 1s evident that : 
stage-coach business, transportation of mails, and opening of Post-Off 
might be suspended without commercial ruin.-- Vermont Chronicle. 

Sunday Schools,-—“ A female superintendent has ever been anxiov 
that her place should be supplied by some one of the male members 0! 
the Church, they all still decline. Though remarkably diffident of her ows 
abilities, aad feeling herself the want of an early education, she ba 
been constrained to give out a hymn and lead in prayer, at the openi 
of the School, when almost the entire congregation were present.” 
Quere, did this lady conform to or contravene the spirit of the teac’- 
ings im 1 Cor. xiv. 34, and 1 Cor. xi. 3: £ Tim. ii, 11, 12. Is it consi 
tent with sound principle to make a female the superintendent of a 
School. See also Gen. iii, 16. 


1 
~ii* 


Sunday School in the West--At a late meeting of Sunday seen 
children, held in a new Episcopal Church, an Episcopal Minis 
preached ; but we are not informed whether he or any other offre 
prayers, nor whether they were extempore or from the Book of Ce 
mon Prayer—or some prayers set forth bythe Bishop for this extraoré: 
nary occasion. 


New Measures.—The exercises of Sunday commenced with a Pray 
Meeting at 10 o'clock, (11 was the hour for public service.) On the 
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1835., 

- Mowing Sundayimdiscourse “ was addressed to the gentlemen.” In 
a/ternoon, the ante-communion service was read——(quere, was it pre- 

“ by the afternoon or morning daily service)——and a sermon, “after 

cer 


hich the emblems of the body and blood of Christ were received by a 
Me .” Qui capit ille facit. 


large numbe 


Agelf imposed Yoke.—A Rector in a late diary is represented as “ be- 
n a state of extreme exhaustion from labor and mental anxiety,” he 
i lately preached three times with little interval. By whose au- 
were these exhausting services exacted! Not by that of the 
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Church. 


Enthusiagm.—lt originated in England with one sect, and was taken 
dip and propagated by another sect, who went much farther, In our own 
country at this time, are not some of those who write and talk most 
sgainst Enthusiasm, the very persovs who made the precedent! 

Abolition of Responsive Worship.—DBaxter, the celebrated non-con- 
f.rmist says : It was the decay of zeal in the people that first shut out 
+ aponses, and this was seconded by the pride and usurpation of our 
ciests, who thought the people of God too profane to speak in the as- 


semblies. 


Conversion of Churches, Ministers and People.—There have been of 
lue, (says the Church of England Quarterly,) repeated instances of 
dissenting Ministers applving for Episcopal ordination, and several pla- 
ces Of worship formerly belonging to dissenters have been lately pur- 
chased and fitted up as chapels of ease and churches for our Episcopal 
establishment. Mr. Nevins, a highly respectable Quaker, with his six 
children, lately publicly confirmed (says the Hereford Journal, England,) 
to the Church. 


Address of the Wesleyans of Ireland to the Qucen.—The preachers of 
the Wesleyan Methodist connexion in Ireland, at their annual confer- 
ence, agreed to an address to her majesty, which contains the following 
passage: “ Notwithstanding, as humble preachers of the Gospel of 
CaRist, We are unaccustomed to mingle in political contests, or to take 
part in the collision of conflicting parties, we cannot conceal from our- 
velves that your majesty has ascended the British throne at a time the 
most momentous to the interests of true religion that has occurred for a 
long period in the annals of our country. A spirit of change and inno- 
vation in.some, and of hatred and avowed hostility to the reformed re- 
ligion in others, seems to threaten, in the present day, not only to im- 
pair the efficiency of the Established Chareh, but wholly to subvert it 
inthis part of your majesty’s dominions. Voluntarily but firmly at- 
tached, like our venerable founder, the Rev. John Wesley, to the united 
Church of England and Ireland, and having extensive opportunities of 
observing the vdatic and daily exertions of the clergy, especially in 
this country, to spread spiritual truth, we are sensible of the great im- 
portance of such an establishment, as the most effectual means of pro- 
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moting the future happiness of your people, as wells the firmest 

of your majestey’s throne and government; and we rely with cong, wy 

and humble expectation, that the zeal and attachment to the Pro: 

religion, which have so long distinguished your royal predecesso: 

suffer no diminution in your majesty’s person or govetnment,” 
Churchman. 


leuce 
C Stan? 
OTs, wil! 


“ Lord Gambier—He was an eminent and successful naval comms 
der, aud his name stands high upon the splendid list of the skilful and... 
lant defenders of Great Bujtain. He affurded a striking proof 4), ym 
same individual can at the same time live to the glory of the Ki. 
Kings, and act with fidelity to his earthly Sovereign. His ship Was api. 
of prayer—a place where the Holy Scriptures were daily read and rey . 
enced—and where the Sabbath day was consecrated to the purpose i 
tended by the Great Lord of all, who in its original appointment contem. 
plated its perpetual obligation. The conduct of her captain and ep Ww. 
whenever called into action, but more especially upon the memorable let 
of June, 1794, pre-eminently established the fact, even to the conviction 
of the enemies of the Bible, that the eareful and constant perusal of jt. i 
not productive of neglect of duty of relaxation of discipline, or of the fear 
of man. Lord Gambier was the President of the Church Missionary 
Society from its formation, and ‘felt it aghigh privilege to act as such a 
its annual meetings. His love for Ireland was great, and he liberally 
contributed to supply the wants, both temporal and spiritual, of her chik 
dren. ‘The Gospel of Christ,’ was found by him to be ‘the power of 
(Fod unto salvation,’ and he was greatly supported by it to the last, under 
acute suffering; and as stated by the Rev. Edward Ward, his revered 

stor, in hig funeral discourse, some of his expressions were—' My 
confidence in the Lord Jesus Christ is unshaken.’ ‘ When I am*depo. 
ited in the ground you will have to perform the service ; you will say 
something over me; pray let jt be as concise as possible, but remember 
those words: ‘“‘God so loved the world as to give his only begotten son, 
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
jife.”’ Tat is my hope—Tnat is my rock of ages, im the Father, and 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost.’”— Western Church Journal. 

‘Protestant Episcopal Society. for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina— 
The Treasurer reports $50 received from E. R. Laurens, to constitute him a Lie 
Member. 


‘p 


ERRATUM. 
The notice of ‘‘ Wheatley,” inthe last Gospel Messenger, should have been credited 
to the * Churchman,” 


La 


CALENDAR FOR FBBRUARY. 


2. Purification of Virgin Mary. 16. Annual Meeting of Diocesan 5. 
4. 5th Sunday after Epiphany. Society. 


11. Septuagesima Sunday. 18. Segagesima Sunday. 
13. Anniversary of the P. E. Society for | 24. St. Matthias. 
Advancement of Christianity. 25. Quiuquagesima Sunday. 
14. Meeting of the Diocesan Convention | 28, Ash-Wednesday. 
of South-Carolina. 
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